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 The party of four, Harris, his wife, their parents, and their two infant children, made the trip from Vermont to Iowa in the
spring of 1836. This party consisted of John Harris and his wife, A. B. Ray, Jane "Jim" Harris, and James, their son, who was

four years old at the time. Upon reaching Iowa, John Harris gave the boy his name, Amos West Thompson. Amos and his older
brother were raised in Burlington, Iowa. Both had received a higher education than was expected of a farm boy in the mid-

nineteenth century. While not an inventor, Amos was a well-respected patent attorney. At the time of Amos's birth, John Harris
was twenty-five and Jane Ray was nineteen. Although both had taken wives and families by the time Amos was born, they had

no children of their own. The Harrises lived in the farmhouse on Pleasant Avenue, Burlington, Iowa, while the Rays moved into
a house on East Jefferson Street. In 1854, the Rays sold their house and moved west, settling in Davison, Iowa, where they ran a
sawmill and a general store. John and Jane Ray named their first son Amos Walter Thompson, Jr. They then named a daughter
Elizabeth Jane "Lizzie" Thompson. Later, when their second daughter was born, they named her Grace Ellis Thompson. As she

grew older, Lizzie and Grace would be called "Ellie" and "Gracie," respectively. John and Jane Ray named their fourth child
James E. Thompson. Their other three children were Wilford Henry Thompson, who was born in 1861; Richard Moore

Thompson, who was born in 1862; and Sarah Jane Thompson, who was born in 1864. John Ray was thirty-eight years old when
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Amos was born. Ray worked as a "guard," protecting the banks of the Missouri River. He was a member of the Burlington
Baptist Church and the Society of Friends. Before marrying Jane Ray, Ray had been the recipient of her father's handiwork: a
set of French silver-handled gold-topped silver candlesticks that had been in use for nearly one hundred years. When Jane and

her father were in Burlington, the Rays visited John Ray's farm, where he still lived. The Harrises were known for the help they
gave the needy. When Jane Harris was pregnant with Amos, John Harris took in a homeless man who had recently served time

in jail and who had tuberculosis 82157476af
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